American West Homework Booklet
Name:

History Teacher:

Tutor Group:
The Plains Indians

1. What does the word Nomadic mean? ..............................................................................................................................................................................................................
2. Why were the Plains Indians Nomadic? ...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
3. How did Tipi design help the Indians solve some of the problems they faced living on the plains? You should consider; lack of materials, weather and their lifestyle. ...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
4. Why were the buffalo so important to the Plains Indians?.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
On the next page there is a picture a buffalo. Your job is to label the different parts of the buffalo and say what each part would be used for.
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5. George Caitlin commented upon the Plains Indians way of life. He saw how the Plains Indians depended upon the buffalo. He wrote ‘the buffalo’s doom is sealed and with their extinction, the Indians must surely sink into despair and starvation. The Plains offer them no other means of living’. 

If you took away the buffalo, could the Plains Indians survive? Fully explain your answer.

.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

6. Using sources 1-3 and your own knowledge answer the following question; Is it fair to label the Plains Indians as ‘savages’? 
Source 1-‘having lived with the Sioux I could observe them. They were savages. Neither their manners nor their ideas were changed in the slightest way changed by their contact with civilisation....they fought with weapons that their fathers used and wore the same clothes made of skins’ Francis Parkman 1849

Source 2- ‘where all are such magnificent thieves, it is difficult to say which of the Plains tribes deserves the prize for stealing’ Colonel Dodge 1877
Source 3- ‘the north American Indian in his native state is an honest, faithful, brave, warlike, cruel, revengeful, relentless-yet honourable, thoughtful and religious being’ George Caitlin 1841
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..


Bones	Fat		Liver		Gall	Horns		Skull		Brain		Rawhide


Flesh		Fur		Sinews	Fur	Intestines	Bladder	Hoves





E..g. 


Fat- this would be used for cooking & as hair grease.





What are these warriors dancing with and why?





Describe what the Plains Indians look like in this source.





What is happening at the front of this scene?





What impression of the Indians might this give to an observer? Use the source to support your answer.








