American West Homework Booklet

Settling the Plains

Mountain Men & Fur Trappers

Manifest Destiny

Pioneers & Wagon Trails

Mormons

Gold Miners & Mining Towns

Name;

Class;

Teacher; 

Match up the key terms and definitions;

	Push Factor
	
	Having more than one wife at the same time

	Pull Factor
	
	Settlers of a new country or region

	Pioneer
	
	Members of the Church of Jesus Christ of the Later-Day Saints founded in 1830 by Joseph Smith

	Manifest Destiny
	
	Something about a place that attracts a person to move there to live

	Mountain Men
	
	Something about the place where they live that pushes a person to leave

	Emigrated 
	
	The belief that white Americans should populate the United States from east the west coast

	Mormons 
	
	A man that was a hunter trapper and tracker in the rocky mountains

	Polygamy 
	
	Miners who took part in the Californian gold rush of 1849

	Gold Rush
	
	Left one country to settle in a new country

	Forty Niners
	
	A race to mine a precious metal on the west coast of America


Key Words-match up the correct definition with the correct key word
Manifest Destiny

In 1845 John L O Sullivan editor of the New York newspaper first used the phrase Manifest Destiny; 

‘It is our Manifest Destiny to over spread and to posses the whole pf the continent which providence has given us for the development of the great experiment of liberty’
How do you think the idea of Manifest Destiny would influence the way many Americans treated the Plains Indians? (4)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Mountain Men
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‘Mountain men only did harm to the West’.
Explain reasons why you agree or disagree with this statement. 

	Agree
	Disagree

	
	


Gold Rush
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A poster of 1865 advertising travel by steamboat and wagon from Missouri River to the Gold Mines of Idaho.

How far do you think the source above acted as a good pull factor to entice people westwards?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mormons

An American cartoon from the 1840’s.
What is happening in the cartoon above? Is the cartoon for or against polygamy?
Support your answer with details from the cartoon
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Joseph Smith


In Kirtland
In Missouri

	Joseph Smith claimed to be a prophet. He told his followers that they were God’s chosen people. Non-Mormons did not like this. They did not trust Smith.

	The Mormons believed that hard work was good. They became very successful. Many were jealous of their success.

	At Kirtland Joseph Smith set up a bank for Mormons and non-Mormons. When the bank collapsed in 1837 many lost their savings. This made people think that Smith could not be trusted. The Mormons were chase out of Kirtland and moved to Missouri

	The Mormons were against slavery. This caused trouble when they settled in Missouri. Missouri was a slave owning state.

	The Mormons were not unfriendly towards Indians. In Missouri where many were against the Indians, there was a rumour that the Indians had asked the Indians to help them. The Mormons fled Missouri and settled in Nauvoo Illinois.



In Nauvoo


                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Question

How successful was Joseph Smith as leader of the Mormons?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Mormons had to face the same problems as other homesteaders when they were establishing a new place to live on the Great Plains. In addition they had deliberately chosen an area where the land was poor, the climate was very harsh and there was a shortage of fresh water. 

What made matters was the fact that the Mormons arrived in the autumn, so they had to plant crops before the land froze and became impossible to plough. It was difficult to plough the land the first time because the surface was hard. Many of the first settlers found the ground broke the ploughs they had brought with them. They had to carry out all repairs themselves. However, they needed to harvest crops as early as possible the following year so that they would have food to eat. If they could not grow enough food they would simply starve. 

At the same time, they had to build houses to live in, but in the meantime, they had to live in the wagons until this was done. Finally, they had to dig wells to provide water for them and their crops because the lake water was too salty to be of any use. A big irrigation ditch was rapidly dug with other ditches leading off it. This was to provide fresh water. The whole community worked together on this and other projects. 

List six problems that the Mormons faced when they arrived at the Great Salt Lake

	1


	

	2


	

	3


	

	4


	

	5


	

	6


	


The Mormons and the journey West!

	Why did the Mormons travel West?


	

	What problems did the face on the journey?


	

	Why did they settle at the Great Salt Lake?


	

	What problems did they face at the Great Salt Lake?


	

	Why were they successful


	


There were major problems on the wagon trains. There were no good maps or roads and no bridges across huge rivers. The trails were 3,800 km long and involved crossing the Rocky Mountains. The journey had to be made between April, when the spring grass was growing on the plains to feed their cattle, and November, when snow made the Rockies impassable. If a wagon train failed to make it, everybody might die, and many did. Some people were forced to eat the bodies of people who had died in order to survive. Wagon trains had to carry everything they needed, not only for the length of the journey but also until they could harvest the crops they would plant when they got to their final destination. This could take as long as 18 months. Illnesses struck the wagon-train pioneers owing to lack of hygiene on the trail and were difficult to treat. 

List five problems that people could face on wagon trains

	1


	

	2


	

	3


	

	4


	

	5


	


Mining towns grew very quickly and often disappeared just as quickly. They only lasted as long as there was gold to mine. The men who went there were only interested in getting rich quick, or in having a wild time.  When the gold ran out, the mining towns became ghost towns. There were very few women and children, so they were not proper communities with schools and churches.  

Mining towns were often the most lawless in the west.  They grew too fast. The people in them had little respect for law and order. They were a long way from officials, such as judges and sheriffs. The lack of law and order meant that if you found gold it was difficult to enforce your claim to it. 'Claim-jumping' was common. Some mining towns set up their own law and order, with their own rules, miners’ courts, Vigilance Committees, and rapid justice.

The absence of law and order in the mining towns was a difficult problem for the government in Washington to solve.  Most of the mining towns were in Indian territory, so the government had no right to send its officials to run them.  Sending in law officers would mean breaking treaties signed with the Indians about the ownership of the land. Because of the lack of government and planning, mining towns were also unhealthy. There were no sewers, fresh water supply, decent food supplies. They were really just camps. Illnesses were common.

Explain four reasons why law and order was difficult to maintain in mining towns

	1


	

	2


	

	3


	

	4


	


Mountain men were important to opening up the West. They travelled to areas that had not been explored before and collected detailed information about the countryside and animals. They were able to act as guides to later wagon trains. Unfortunately for the Indians the mountain men told people in the east that there was much good farming land in the west.  This encouraged the whites to look for land.





So while the mountain men did no immediate harm to the Indians, they planted the seeds of their destruction by giving the whites a reason to want the Indian’s land. By 1840 there were fewer animals to trap and most mountain men had given up. Some turned their knowledge of the Plains to use by becoming guides for the wagon-trails.








Joseph Smith was a brilliant preacher and after he set up the Mormon Church he told his followers to start building God’s Kingdom in America.





At Nauvoo, Joseph Smith announced that men could marry more than one wife. Non-Mormons were shocked. They thought that Polygamy was a sin. They feared that it would lead to a Mormon population explosion.





Task


Colour in the boxes to show Smith’s strengths and achievements. Colour his strengths and achievements on green and his weaknesses and failures in red.








