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Cattle & Cowboys
Cattle ranching began in Mexico and Texas.  It was the first use the whites had for any part of the Plains. Ranching was where the cattle were left to wander the open plains, finding grass and water where they could, just like the buffalo. While Texas ranchers were away fighting in the American Civil War, 1861-1865, the number of cattle increased enormously. Texans came home from the war, defeated. Their only asset was these big herds of longhorn cattle. A cow was worth $5 in Texas, but the price of food in the eastern states was much higher.  You could sell a cow in New York for $40, so there was profit to be made. 

List three reasons why cattle ranching developed after the end of the Civil War

	1


	

	2


	

	3
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Provided they had a water supply, the cattle needed very little looking after. Cowboys rounded up the cattle once a year, branded the calves to show who owned them, sold some off and turned the rest loose again. Soon big ranch houses were being built on the Great Plains, the first permanent white inhabitants. There were huge amounts of land available, hundreds of thousands of acres, because the Indians had been forced on to reservations and the buffalo had mostly been killed off.

Texas longhorns were hardy and could survive the harsh Plains winters. The railroads that were built in the late 1860s could transport cattle quickly and cheaply to Chicago and the East. The obvious next development was to take the ranches nearer to the railheads. The cattle would be in better health if they had not been driven thousands of kilometres and so would be worth more money.  

List three reasons why cattle ranching was successful in the late 1860s

	1


	

	2


	

	3
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But it was not possible to take the cattle to the East by sea because the journey was too long. You could not drive them all the way because the land to the east of the Mississippi would not provide sufficient grass for the animals. The solution came when the railroads began to move west. The cattle were driven 1,000km from the south to the railheads in Kansas in the Midwest, to places like Elsworth and Abilene. They were then taken to the slaughterhouses of Chicago. After this ranching in the south grew quickly because it was very profitable

Charles Goodnight was a Texan who had built up a small herd by working as a cowboy. His pay was every fourth calf. When he returned from fighting in the Civil War in 1865 he found he had 5000 head of cattle. He decided to drive them to the Indians in the reservation at Fort Sumner where he would be able to sell them. He set off with 2000 cattle, 18 cowboys and a partner, Oliver Loving. They all, cattle and cowboys, nearly died of thirst on the drive, but 1700 cattle made it to Fort Sumner. Goodnight and Loving made a huge profit.

Joseph McCoy was a cattle dealer who realised there was a need for a good railhead town where cattle drivers could rest and water their cattle after the long drive north before putting them on a train. He built up the town of Abilene, with offices, cattle-pens and a hotel. In 1867 36,000 cattle arrived at Abilene; in 1870, 300,000 cattle were shipped from there.

John Iliff was one of the first ranchers. He was a failed miner and trader who bought the rest of Oliver Loving’s herd (see above) in 1866. He won a contract to supply beef to the gangs working on the railroad. When the track was finished he could send his cattle east by rail. He had a herd of 35,000 cattle in 1868 on the Great Plains. He saw that water was crucial on the dry plains, and only bought land near streams

How important were the following factors in the success of cattle ranching?

	Transport


	

	Individuals


	

	Longhorns


	

	The Prairies


	


Cowboys looked after the cattle, on the drives or on the open range. They lived most of their lives in the open. On ranches they 'rode the line' around the boundary of the ranch. They looked for cattle needing help. On the drive, the herd might be over a kilometre long. It had to be guarded day and night. Riding 'drag' at the back of the herd was hated, as it was so dusty. 'Point' riders led the herd, with 'swings' at the flanks. There was a 'remuda' or herd of spare horses. The 'chuck-wagon' held their blankets and provided food. Despite the popular image of a gun-toting cowboy, 25% of cowboys were black and 12% were Mexican. They did not normally carry guns. The main dangers faced they faced were stampedes, rattlesnakes, scorpions, flooded rivers and Indians. They were paid off at the end of the drive, often spent all their pay fast, then looked for another drive.

Explain the differences between the popular image of cowboys and the real picture

	Popular image
	Real picture

	
	


Questions

What was a remuda?

	

	

	


What was the difference between ‘drag’ and ‘point’ riders?

	

	

	


Whose contribution to ranching and cattle-dealing was the most important, Goodnight, Illiff or McCoy? Why?
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Here are answers to two questions. 

How did cowboys live? Why did ranching come to an end?

You have to decide which is which and fill in the table on the following page. Write the information in an order that makes sense.

1. On the drive, the herd might be over a kilometre long. It had to be guarded day and night. 

2. Riding 'drag' at the back of the herd was hated, as it was so dusty. 'Point' riders led the herd, with 'swings' at the flanks.

3. The winter of 1886-87 was very cold. There were blizzards and the ground was covered with snow for longer than usual. At times the temperature was as low as –68oC.  

4. The 'chuck-wagon' held their blankets and provided food.

5. In these conditions thousands of cattle died, some herds lost 15%, and many ranch-owners went bankrupt

6. They were paid off at the end of the drive, often spent all their pay fast, then looked for another drive.

7. After this there were far fewer, smaller ranches. The ranches were fenced-off to prevent over-grazing.

8. Cowboys looked after the cattle, on the drives or on the open range. They lived most of their lives in the open. 

9. While ranching had been profitable it had attracted a lot of people. So many people had become ranchers that the price of beef fell because they produced too much.

10. Once the plains could be fenced for ranching they could be fenced for homesteaders to farm. This brought the ranchers into competition and then conflict with the homesteaders. 

11. On ranches they 'rode the line' around the boundary of the ranch. They looked for cattle needing help. 

12. There were so many cattle that the open range could not provide sufficient grass.

13. 25% of cowboys were black and 12% were Mexican. They did not normally carry guns.

14. The summer of 1886 was hot and dry. The grass was of poor quality and so the cattle faced the winter undernourished.

15. The main dangers faced by cowboys were stampedes, rattlesnakes, scorpions, flooded rivers and Indians.

16. There was a 'remuda' or herd of spare horses.

17. The invention of barbed wire in 1874 made fencing cheap. Wind-pumps were built to ensure a reliable water supply.

	Live of cowboys
	Why did ranching come to an end?

	1
	
	1
	

	2
	
	2
	

	3
	
	3
	

	4
	
	4
	

	5
	
	5
	

	6
	
	6
	

	7
	
	7
	

	8
	
	8
	

	9


	
	9
	


Homesteaders

Homesteaders were people who moved on to the Great Plains to farm. The end of the American Civil War in 1865 left thousands of young ex-soldiers and their families eager to make a new start. Ex-slaves and defeated Southerners also wanted to start a new life. Farmers in the East saw land prices rise as more and more settlers arrived in the USA. Jobs in industry were irregular and there was often unemployment. Europeans wanted to escape the poverty and old-fashioned class control of life in Europe and the USA offered cheaper land than was available at home. Jews, Amish and other religious groups wanted to live free of persecution.

The 1862 Homestead Act gave anyone wanting to settle in the west 160 acres free, provided they lived on it and farmed it for five years. This was an offer that pulled people from thousands of miles away, Norway, Russia, Poland and all over Europe and the Eastern USA. Railways advertised cheap land far and wide. They had built trans-continental railroads across empty plains. To make it worth their while, the US government had given the railroad companies land along the tracks. To make any money out of this, the railroad companies needed to sell this land. They also wanted people to live along their routes, using their railroads. Indians had been cleared off the land, defeated by the US Army and put in reservations

Explain five push and five pull factors that encouraged people to move to the Great Plains

	Push factors
	Pull factors

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	




Homesteaders faced many problems living on the Great Plains. They had to build a house to live in. There was no wood so they had to use the sods that lay around. It took about an acre of sods to build a sod house. Sod houses were difficult to keep clean, leaky in rainy weather. They were unhealthy places to live. It was difficult to build the roof because that needed long supports. Trees were scarce. On the Plains water was scarce. Wells had to be dug, often by hand, and they needed to be very deep. Fuel was expensive, so they used dried dung called 'cow-chips'. The climate was more extreme than anything most homesteaders had experienced. It was very hot and dry in summer, very cold in winter. 


T K H K S J O J V S E S I S C 

G U D H O M E S T E A D O I J 

F A R M R U U N T S B D S S U 

D P D K R E A A T R H F T L Z 

M N M O E R T C J O W C S L H 

J B P U G Y E A U S E E U E O 

Y E B I P S R S W O P G C W Q 

H S M O N D E E C D L Z O S O 

L M W I C G N Q D B O K L X T 

I R N E M O W I V U U N O A A 

C L I M A T E D W S G U E P Y 

G N I L T T E S Q T H H R Y W 

D P F J B C H C S E W K Z Y Z 

F Z Z Z A H H E V R T X I H T 

N Q D G L V T T R X U A Y Q Z 

Homesteaders also faced problems farming on the Plains. The land had never been ploughed before. It broke many ploughs. Water shortages meant that crops died. Crops were eaten by buffalo or cattle because early farms were not fenced. 
Some crops planted by Homesteaders were not suited to the climate of the Great Plains. Hazards, such as prairie fires or locust swarms, could destroy entire crops in hours. The 160 acres offered by the Homestead Act was enough to live on in the East, but not in most areas of the West. 

But homesteaders managed to solve most of their problems. Wind-pumps were used to draw up water from deep down, for irrigation and animals. Dry Farming, special ploughing and other methods were used to conserve moisture. The Sod-Buster was a new, strong plough. Hard winter wheat (e.g. Turkey Red), introduced by Russian immigrants, was found to be suitable for the climate. 
Barbed wire was used as cheap fencing to keep out animals. New machines were invented: reapers, binders and threshers. The combine harvester was invented in 1872. They were all horse-drawn at first. The Timber Culture Act, 1873, gave settlers another 160 acres if they planted 40 acres with trees. The Desert Land Act, 1877, gave settlers 640 acres in areas with low rainfall. Hard work and endurance were needed and only homesteaders who could endure tough, hard life managed to survive.

List and Match the problems that homesteaders faced and how they were solved.

	Problems
	
	Solutions

	
	
	In 1874 barbed wire was invented! 

	
	
	

	A lack of water
	
	

	
	
	

	Extreme weather – big differences in the climate.
	
	


The work of women was crucial in ensuring that the homesteader family endured. They helped with the farming. They did the cooking, washing, kept the house clean and looked after the children. These tasks were all much harder in the conditions they lived in. They led isolated lives, far from any friends. They took a leading role in setting up permanent settlements on the Plains, whereas mining towns, which were male only, proved very temporary.
How important were the following factors in helping homesteaders 
succeed on the Great Plains? Explain your choice.

	New technology


	

	New crops


	

	Transport


	

	Government grants of land


	

	Dry farming


	


EXAM PRACTICE



Source A: Thomas Allen Bunting describes his mother's life in Kansas. The family moved to Kansas in 1855.
I have often wondered how my mother stood it with a family of children and no one to help her but my oldest sister. We used candles which my mother made by pouring melted wax into moulds. We used soap my mother made by dripping water slowly through a barrel of wood ash to get the alkali and potash.


Source B: A woman recalls the effect of heavy rain on a sod house in the 1860s.
Sometimes the water would drip on the stove while I was cooking and I would have to keep a lid on the pans to prevent mud falling into the food. With my dress pinned up, I waded around until the clouds rolled by.


Source C: A homesteader and his plough 
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Question 1
(a) Study sources A, B and C. What can you learn from these sources about the problems faced by the early homesteaders? (5)
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


(b) Use your own knowledge to explain why people began farming the Plains in the early 1860s in spite of the difficulties they faced. (8)
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


 (c) Use your own knowledge.

EITHER
(i) What part did new technology play in solving the problems of farming the Plains? Explain your answer. (12)

OR
(ii) Explain why farming the Plains changed so much in the years c. 1860 to c. 1895. (12)

Question I am answering is…..(i)  or (ii) – circle.
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Total 25 marks

Law & Order

Mining towns were set up very fast, thousands of miles from officials and government. There were no courts, police or law enforcement of any kind. They set up their own courts, or Vigilance Committees. Trials were rapid, probably unfair, and certainly had no legal basis. Punishments were quick, and severe: hanging or expelling someone from town. Miners fought over the claims, which could, they hoped, make them rich. Armed, organised gangs operated in some areas. Miners were unwilling to pay for the cost of law-officers, courts, etc. In time, proper law and legal officials took over.

One reason for the inaccurate portrayal of the West is that the places involved exaggerated the extent of the violence to attract visitors. There was also the difficulty of obtaining accurate statistics: even today it is impossible to state precisely how many men Billy the Kid killed. But the most important factor in the glamorising of the West is the cinema industry. In order to make films attractive and appealing, dramas were created out of insignificant and untypical incidents and true American heroes created out of unimportant individuals.

Questions

What law and order like in the new Mining towns?

	

	

	


What punishments were given out ?

	

	

	


There is no doubt that the West was a lawless and dangerous place. How far is the media image an accurate view of the Mining Towns?

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Conflict between settlers

Conflict also developed between ranchers and homesteaders because they had different uses for land. In 1892, in Wyoming, open violence broke out between cattle-ranchers and homesteaders in Johnson County. Wyoming had been cattle-ranching country and the state government was run by ranchers. However, ranching went through difficult times in the 1880s and more and more homesteaders were settling on the land, often fencing off water holes. This made ranchers angry. Cattle stealing ('rustling') was also widespread and created even more friction. The ranchers blamed the homesteaders.

In 1889 a rancher, Albert Bothwell, accused a store-owner, Jim Averill, and his partner Ella Watson, of rustling. Bothwell got a gang of men together, who attacked and hanged Averill and Watson without trial. Violence increased. The ranchers hired a gunman, Frank Canton. Homesteaders armed themselves. In 1892, Canton and a large group of armed men invaded Johnson County. There was a shoot-out at the TA Ranch and several people were killed. News reached the President of the USA, who sent in troops. Both sides were disarmed and cooled off. 

Explain three reasons why it was difficult to establish law and order in the West

	1


	

	2


	

	3


	


Conflict on the Plains 

The arrival of large numbers of homesteaders in the 1860s and 1870s led to conflict with ranchers. Ranchers and homesteaders wanted the same land, but they wanted to use it different ways. There were very few good supplies of fresh water. So the ranchers wanted the range unfenced so the cattle could drink from the springs and rivers and roam free to find fresh grass. The homesteaders wanted the land fenced off to show that it was theirs. They needed the land fenced off to stop the cattle eating their crops. 

The homesteaders had put a lot of effort into cultivating their land; they did not want anyone else to get the benefit of their hard labour. During the 1870s and 1880s, there were wars between the ranchers and the homesteaders. However, by the late 1880s ranching was not as profitable as it had been, so there were fewer ranchers. There had been so many cattle on the plains the grass had been over grazed. The ranchers came to the conclusion that it was better to have the range fenced off, so relations with homesteaders became easier.

Explain reasons why ranchers and homesteaders disagreed

	Ranchers
	Homesteaders

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


The Plains Wars

Using the table and the 28 statements, sort out the CAUSES, EVENTS and RESULTS of the Plains Wars. 

1. Indians found that they could not support themselves and had to be given food to keep them alive. The food was very poor quality. 

2. The whites shot buffalo for sport, for their hides and for their bones, which were sent East for use as fertiliser or glue. 

3. Life on the reservations was very hard. Indians were often given land which was infertile. 

4. The army had better and more effective weapons, including guns with long-range sights and far more men available.

5. The soldiers attacked in the winter, when temperatures were below zero and snow was on the ground. Indians could not fight in these conditions.

6. Indians were converted to Christianity and were treated as second class whites. 

7. Without buffalo, Indians had to change their way of life. For example, their tipis were covered with canvas, not buffalo hide. 

8. Later, miners found gold in the west itself, in Colorado in early 1860s and in the Black Hills of Dakota in 1876. Miners had no respect for Indians, or for treaties made by the US government

9. They had fewer and usually poorer weapons, Little Bighorn was exceptional: Custer had single-shot rifles while Indians had repeaters.

10. They were far fewer of them, so casualties were much more important. They could not fight continuously over a long period. They had to look after their families and find food and water etc.

11. First whites crossing the Plains in the 1840s, 1850s and into 1860s (early settlers, miners, wagon trails to the west coast, Mormons) disturbed the buffalo herds. They demanded the US government protect them against Indian attacks.

12. They did not usually join tribe with tribe; tribes would not fight to help each other. In fact, some tribes (Crow, Shoshone) regularly helped whites against the Sioux, their old enemies.

13. Their buffalo hunting was destroyed by trails, railroads, ranchers and homesteaders.

14. They were forced to give up land in treaties with the government.

15. They were fighting against a far more powerful enemy.

16. Railroad building made this disturbance of the buffalo worse. 

17. The buffalo was hunted almost to extinction.  The Indians depended on buffalo for many things. Their disappearance was a disaster. 

18. Homesteaders occupied land and began to farm it. In the 1860s, and increasingly in 1870s and 1880s, they put up fences and blocked off water holes. 

19. They were also killed deliberately to force the Indians on to reservations.  In 1840 there were probably 13,000,000 buffalo; by 1885 there were 200.

20. Indians could no longer hunt and did not want to farm. 

21. Ranchers trailed cattle, then brought cattle on to the Plains. Indians sometimes stole their cattle and ranchers attacked Indians in the late 1860s.

22. Indian Agents were often corrupt and kept much of the money for themselves.

23. They attacked supplies, such as food, shelter, clothing and animals, so they could not go on fighting.

24. Diseases from the whites became common and killed many. They had no dignity. Many became alcoholics to forget their meaningless life. 

25. The chiefs were ignored by the whites, so their power and authority collapsed. 

26. They were not allowed to practise their religion.

27. Their children were sent away to schools and were given whites’ clothing. 

28. They were taught to speak English and were punished for speaking in Native American language.

Fill in the number in the correct columns

	Causes
	Events
	Results

	
	
	

	Now add a conclusion of your own to the end of this.



While ranching had been profitable it had attracted a lot of people. So many people had become ranchers that the price of beef fell because they produced too much. There were so many cattle that the open range could not provide sufficient grass. 








The summer of 1886 was hot and dry. The grass was of poor quality and so the cattle faced the winter undernourished. The winter of 1886-87 was very cold. There were blizzards and the ground was covered with snow for longer than usual. At times the temperature was as low as –68oC





In these conditions thousands of cattle died, some herds lost 15%, and many ranch-owners went bankrupt. After this there were far fewer, smaller ranches. The ranches were fenced-off to prevent over-grazing. The invention of barbed wire in 1874 made fencing cheap. Wind-pumps were built to ensure a reliable water supply. 





Once the plains could be fenced for ranching they could be fenced for homesteaders to farm. This brought the ranchers into competition and then conflict with the homesteaders.





Explain four reasons why ranching changed in the late 1880s








Look at the house on the left. It is made out of lumps or sods of earth. 


The family who proudly _____ for this photograph have built this home themselves with hardly any ______ materials. 


  


These people were known as the homesteaders and their homes called _____. 


Many thousands of them moved _______ from the 1850s onwards to begin new lives. They came from the east and from _____ - mainly England, Germany and Sweden, to escape poverty and over-crowding and sometimes to escape religious persecution. 


  


Many more people went west after the US Civil War ended in 1865. ______ of freed black ______ became homesteaders.





slaves


pose    sodhouses 


building    Thousands 


west 


Europe





TASK 1





Find the words hidden in the wordsearch.





CLIMATE


EUROPE


FARM


HOMESTEAD


IMMIGRANTS


INSECTS


LOCUSTS


PLOUGH


SETTLING


SODBUSTER


SODHOUSE


TURKEYRED


WATER


WEATHER


WELLS


WHEAT


WINDPUMP


WOMEN





TASK 2





In the following two paragraphs underline in colour, the most important information about the Homesteaders.





Summarise the Conflict between ranchers and Homesteaders.








