Homework Booklet
Exam Technique – American West

THIS IS BY FAR THE MOST IMPORTANT SECTION OF THIS UNIT. TO MAXIMISE YOUR MARKS IN THE EXAM YOU MUST CAREFULLY READ THE QUESTIONS AND MARK SCHEMES PRINTED HERE. COMPLETE ALL QUESTIONS TO THE BEST OF YOUR ABILITY.
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Describe the problems faced by migrants travelling west by wagon to Oregon and California. (9 marks)





Basic, Level 1 (1-3 marks)


Answer makes undeveloped comments about the journey being difficult or gives one unspecific example such as ‘it was very tricky getting over the Rocky Mountains’.





Good, Level  2 (4-6 marks)


Answer describes the difficulties, giving details, for example, ‘emigrants going to Oregon had to use ropes, chains and pulleys to haul their wagons over the Blue Mountains’.





Excellent, Level 3 (7-9 marks)


Answer explains the problems, adding detail in support.  For example, showing the problems caused by severe weather, unknown territory and difficult terrain and illustrating these points using the Donner party’s experience.





Explain why Mormons were able to make a success of settling in the West in the years 1846-90. (12 marks)





You may use the following information in your answer and any information of your own:





The Mormons had to leave Nauvoo in the spring of 1846.





The Perpetual Emigration Fund was set up in 1851.





In 1890, Utah agreed to ban polygamy.





Basic, Level 1 (1-4 marks)


Answer makes a statement lacking in detail, such as ‘Brigham Young was a good leader’.





Good, Level  2 (5-8 marks)


Answer gives information (about the journey West for example), but without linking this to the Mormons’ success in settling in Utah.





Excellent, Level 3 (9-12 marks)


Answer focuses on the question and considers a range of factors, including leadership, determination, team work and the role of the US government.





Describe the part new technology played in solving the problems of farming. (9 marks)





Basic, Level 1 (1-3 marks)


Answer gives examples of new technology, such as ‘machinery was brought by railways’.





Good, Level  2 (4-6 marks)


Answer gives detailed information about the use of new technology by farmers.





Excellent, Level 3 (7-9 marks)


Answer explains the way in which new technology could be used to solve specific problems.  For example, how and why the use of wind pumps solved the problems of drought and improved crop yields.





Why were the railroads so important in the development of the Great Plains? (16 marks)





You may use the following in your answer and any other information of your own.





The first transcontinental railroad opened in 1869.





Abilene was built on the Kansas-Pacific railroad.





Mechanical reapers were carried by rail to the Plains from factories in the East.





Basic, Level 1 (1-4 marks)


Answers offer a limited amount of information, for example ‘cattle were driven to railheads’.





Good, Level  2 (5-8 marks)


Answers describe the uses of the railways in some detail.


 


Better, Level 3 (9-12 marks)


Answers explain, with detailed information, some of the ways the railways were important, for example showing their role in changing the cattle industry or making farming more efficient.





Excellent, Level 4 (13-16 marks)


Answers explain why the railroads were important, showing, with detailed information, their impact on all aspects of life and the development of the Plains, including: law and order, farming, ranching, the way of life of the Plains Indians.








��





Give two things you can learn from Source A 


about the life of a cowboy. (4 marks)





Basic, Level 1 (1-2 marks)


Answer makes an inference but does not use the source to support it.  For example, ‘it suggests cowboys let off steam after work because they are shown crashing into the saloon and firing pistols in the air’.





Good, Level  2 (3-4 marks)


Answer uses the source to support the inference.  For example, ‘the source suggests that cowboys were hard-living men who rode into town to the saloons and hotels at the end of a period of hard work’.  ‘The horses are ridden hard suggesting the men desperately needed relaxation, but nevertheless look fit and well cared-for, suggesting they were essential to the cowboys’ work’.





Why did the life and work of the cowboy change in the years 1865-95?  Explain your answer. (12 marks)





You may use the following in your answer and any other information of your own:





In 1866, cattle drives began from Texas.





By 1880, there were approximately 4.5 million cattle on ranches on the Great Plains.





During 1865-1886, there were huge losses of cattle owing to drought and a severe winter.





Basic, Level 1 (1-4 marks)


Answer briefly describes some of the changes, such as ‘the long drives ended’.





Good, Level  2 (5-8 marks)


Answer gives information about the life and work of the cowboys, but without linking this to why there were changes.





Excellent, Level 3 (9-12 marks)


Answer explains, using detailed information, how the cattle industry changed in the period and why these developments meant that the life and work of the cowboy had to change.





USING THIS INFORMATION, ANSWER THIS QUESTION FOR YOURSELF BELOW….





Explain the importance of the Battle of Little Big Horn in the struggle between Indians and the US army. (9 marks)





Basic, Level 1 (1-3 marks)


Answer makes undeveloped statements without details.  For example, ‘General Custer was killed’; the Indians won a great victory’.





Good, Level  2 (4-6 marks)


Answer adds detail to describe what happened.  For example: ‘General Terry ordered Custer to attack the Indians from the south, working together with Colonel Gibbon who would attack from the north.  Custer disobeyed orders and went ahead with the attack on his own.’





Excellent, Level 3 (7-9 marks)


Answer explains the importance of the Battle of Little Big Horn, showing how, although it was a significant victory for the Indians, the impact on the USA was to harden attitudes, and therefore policy, towards managing the Indian tribes.





USING THIS INFORMATION, ANSWER THIS QUESTION FOR YOURSELF BELOW….
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