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Booklet 1: Medieval Medicine
Stuck? 

Check through your book, then look online at www.pastmatters.org, or ask your History teacher for help.
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Combined atrology, urine and four humours diagnosis chart.



What can we learn about diagnosis in Medieval medicine? [4 marks]



Bloodletting

Extract from a book about bloodletting.

Source A:

At first it carried off almost all the inhabitants of the seaports in Dorset and then inland through Devon and Somerset.  The men of Gloucester refused to allow people from Bristol in to the city.  They thought that the breath of those who had lived where there was plague was infectious.  But at last it attacked Gloucester and then Oxford and London.  Finally the whole of England was affected so violently that scarcely one in ten of either sex was left alive.

An account of the impact of the Black Death written at the time by Geoffrey le Baker, 

a clergyman from Oxfordshire.
Source B:
When scrofula [a lump from tuberculosis] comes to a head, cut so that the pus comes out.  If they harden for a month or more, or if the patient is a boy use this oil.

At the declining of the moon make eleven poultices of iris and soft radish, use one a day.  Bleed the patient at least once.

If all this is not sufficient, surgery must be used.  Hold the patient’s throat, cut the skin and pull the scrofula out with a hook.

From a fourteenth century book by the doctor, Roger of Salerno

1. Use Source A. Do you think this source is completely reliable about the impact of the Black Death?  Use the source and your own knowledge to explain your answer.

2. Use Source B.  How useful is this source for a historian wanting to learn about medicine in the Middle Ages? Use the source and your own knowledge to explain your answer.

2 The boxes below show two important events.

Choose one box and explain why it was important in improving the understanding and treatments of illness and disease.
(9)
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CHOOSE EITHER Q3 or Q4. Answer only one.
Study Sources A - C. Use the sources and your knowledge to explain your answer.
3 Why did the Great Fire of London make London a healthier place  [12]
_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________


Study Sources A - C. Use the sources and your knowledge to explain your answer.
4 Why were attempts to combat the Great Plague ineffective?  [12]
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Did the Catholic Church help or hinder progress in Medicine?
	With the collapse of the Roman Empire, libraries were burnt and doctors were no longer trained
	Galen’s books were preserved in monasteries and the Arab world. This increased the sharing of new medical ideas and treatments.
	Study of the human body became virtually impossible as dissection was banned.

	The only strong institution to survive was the Roman Catholic Church. It supported the idea of disease being a punishment from God.
	Doctors were encouraged to care for the sick but not to find new ways of curing them. Curing them was God’s work.
	Monks experimented with herbs and natural cures and built up a great deal of practical knowledge. These were highly effective treatments and often free to the many poor peasants.

	From the 600AD monasteries began to be built and they provided treatment for the sick.


	The attacks by the Vikings from the eighth century meant that large areas of Europe reverted to paganism.
	The breakdown of law and order made travelling impossible therefore; the training of doctors was no longer possible.

	Many of the libraries were destroyed so medical knowledge was lost.
	There was a return to the belief in the spiritual cause and cure of disease, e.g. pilgrimages and relics
	The collapse of the Roman Empire brought and a decline of learning in Europe.

	The collapse of Roman Empire ended strong government so public health systems collapsed.
	Education was controlled by the Church and its main task was the training of priests. There was a widespread network of Universities teaching medicine.
	There were many wars, some of which lead to the destruction of the libraries that held the knowledge built up by the Romans. Some knowledge of anatomy and the body was increased and shared.

	The Catholic Church discouraged scientific experiment.
	Women could not train to be doctors in the Christian world. There was opposition to women practicing medicine.
	The Byzantine Empire, where Roman ideas and knowledge survived, was virtually cut of from western Europe.


Complete this diamond9 ranking exercise. Write out why was progress so slow in the Medieval period?

	
	Reason
	Why it hindered medicine
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Now attempt these exam questions.

A  ‘The Catholic Church in the Medieval period were a significant obstacle to progress in medical ideas and knowledge.’ Explain how far you agree with this statement. [16]

B Briefly explain the role of the Catholic Church in medicine during the Middle Ages. [9]

Remember to PEE in each paragraph
· Point

· Example

· Explain link to Question
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Source A shows…………………………………………..


……………………………………………………………...


This tells me that…………………….………………….


………………………………………………..…………...














Source A shows…………………………………………..


……………………………………………………………...


This tells me that………………….……………..……….


………………………………………………………l….....














Source 1 shows a zodiac chart of the star signs.


This tells me that they wrongly looked to astrology for help, and they continued to believe in supernatural causes of diseases.





Source 1 shows doctors examining urine for symptoms of illness.


This tells me that they wrongly diagnosed illness, but they were also investigating natural causes of illnesses.











Four Humours
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Supernatural treatments








