Keyword Knowledge

	Absolute power
	
	people who work for the church (e.g. priests, bishops, archbishops, monks etc.)

	Coup d’état
	
	the name of the royal prison in Paris

	Émigrés
	
	French for ‘Middle class’

	Bourgeoisie
	
	people who are against the revolution.

	Divine Right
	
	belief that God has given kings the authority to rule.

	Bastille
	
	total power

	Lettre de cachet
	
	a complete change in government and society brought about by force.

	Clergy
	
	an execution machine for severing heads

	Guillotine
	
	Freedom

	Counter-revolutionaries
	
	a level of society in France.  There were three estates – the First (Clergy), Second (Nobility) and Third Estate (Everybody else).

	Liberty
	
	nobles were people with titles such as Duke, Count or Prince.  They were powerful, often very wealthy and had special privileges.

	Estate
	
	‘sealed letter’.  The king simply had to write a person’s name on one of these special letters and that person could be imprisoned or exiled for life.

	Nobility
	
	a countryman or countrywoman who usually worked on the land and was generally poor.

	Revolution
	
	those nobles and clergy who fled from France to live in other European countries during the revolution.

	Peasant
	
	a violent or illegal seizure of power.  An example would be when Napoleon made himself ruler in 1799 by overthrowing the Directory.

	Mob
	
	an angry crowd
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