MOCK EXAM OCT 2011

Answer two questions

Question 1

Why did Enlightenment philosophes want to reform the Ancien Regime?

(12 marks)

Louis XVI’s failings as a monarch primarily account for the strength of the challenge to absolutism in France which existed by the beginning of May 1789. How far do you agree with this view of the origins of the French Revolution? 

(24 marks)

Question 2

Explain why the French monarchy experienced a mounting financial crisis in the 1770s? 

(12 marks)

How important were the ideas of the Enlightenment in undermining the Ancien Regime in France by 1780?

(24 marks) 

Question 3

Explain why Louis XVI played such a pivotal role in the downfall of his own absolutist state?
(12 marks)

How significant were bad harvests as a factor explaining the outbreak of revolution in 1789? 
(24 marks) 

