KI 3 Booklet

The French Revolution: Terror and the search for stability 1793-1799

•  The execution of the King and the establishment of the Terror
•  The influence and fall of Robespierre
•  Events leading to the establishment of the Directory, including the risings of 1795 and the White Terror
•  Events leading to the seizure of power by Napoleon Bonaparte in 1799

Insert into these gaps important events and sub-questions 

that need to be covered for each section of Key Idea 3
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	The distinctive costume of typical sans-culottes featured:

· the pantalon (long trousers) - in place of the culottes (knee-breeches) worn by the upper classes 

· the carmagnole (short-skirted coat) 

· the red cap of liberty 

· sabots (clogs)

Marxist historian Eric Hobsbawm claims that the sans-culottes were a 'shapeless, mostly urban movement of the labouring poor, small craftsmen, shopkeepers, artisans, tiny entrepreneurs and the like'. He observes they were organised notably in the local political clubs of Paris and "provided the main striking-force of the revolution". These were the actual demonstrators, rioters and the constructors of barricades. However, Hobsbawm argues that sans-culottism provided no real alternative to the bourgeois radicalism of the Jacobins. From Hobsbawm's perspective, the ideal of the sans-culottes, which sought to express the interests of the 'little men' who existed between the poles of the bourgeois and the proletarian, was contradictory and ultimately unrealisable.
	










Robespierre: “The Incorruptible”
	Rise to Power
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	Fall from power

	Reasons for his popularity
	Actions whilst in power
	Beliefs




The Rise to Power of Napoleon…. 1799











Why was the Directory the longest lasting of all the Revolutionary governments thus far?
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Account for the reasons why the Directory 

lasted for so long.
	
	

	
	
	


January 2011: 01  Explain why the French monarchy was in a weak financial position in 1788.    (12 marks) 

COMPLETE THESE GAPS AND WRITE UP AN ANSWER
	
	Answers should include a range of reasons as to why the economic situation was weak in 1788 and may begin by commenting that by August 1788 France was declared bankrupt. 

Candidates might include some of the following factors: 

• France had been involved in the War of American Independence (1778–1783) which had drained an already ailing treasury 

• there had been a series of poor harvests in the 1770s and 1780s leading to inflation 

• there had been continued population growth but a decline in manufacturing industry leading to urban unemployment 

•  

•   

•  

• the King’s ministers, Turgot, Calonne and Brienne had attempted but failed to change the taxation system and introduce a single land tax and all attempts to address financial problems (e.g. Assembly of Notables) had ended in failure. 

To reach higher levels, candidates will need to show the inter-relationship of the reasons given, for example they might show the link between war and the inadequacies of France’s financial administration to support the costs involved. 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


How important was the part played by the Paris Parlement in forcing Louis XVI to agree to summon an Estates-General?  (24 marks) 

COMPLETE THESE GAPS AND WRITE UP AN ANSWER
	Factors suggesting the Paris Parlement was important might include: 

•   
•    

• the impact of the Parlement‘s exile to Troyes (August 1787, refusing to accept Brienne’s land tax proposals although it had accepted administrative reforms) This brought middle-class citizens, particularly lawyers into the conflict – with protest centred on the Palais Royal – home of the duc d’Orléans. It inspired pamphlets defending individual rights 

• the reaction of the Paris Parlement when surrounded by troops (November 1787) which led Parlement to publish “Fundamental Laws of the Kingdom’ (May 1788) claiming that only an Estates-General could sanction new taxes. This provoked the king to issue the “May Edicts” depriving the Parlement of the right to criticise and register royal decrees  

• the actions of the Paris Parlement inspired similar activity in the provinces and helped provoke the Revolt of the Nobles and riots in provincial capitals (e.g. the Day of Tiles, June 1788) 

• responding to the leadership of the Paris Parlement, the clergy refused to offer more than a quarter of the king’s request in its ‘don gratuit’. Such actions left the king with little option but summon an Estates-General. 
	Factors suggesting the Paris Parlement was not important

• in theory, the king could over-rule his parlements through the lit de justice – consequently the decision was essentially because of custom, the failings of his 

Ministers to win confidence, his involvement in further war which increased his debts and his own inability to control an escalating situation 

• the calling of an Estates-General was primarily about the need to reform the taxation structure of France. It could be argued that this could not have been done any other way – whatever the attitude of the Paris Parlement 

• had the king been able to continue to raise money through loans, the opposition of parlement would have made no difference to his actions. It was only when the loans dried up and payments from the treasury had to be suspended in August 1788 that he was forced to summon an Estates-General 


	– or that other factors contributed – might include: 

1

2

3

4 



	Detailed conclusion




03 Explain why the Parisian crowd attacked the Bastille on 14 July 1789.          (12 marks) 

Answers should include a range of reasons as to why the Parisian crowds attacked the Bastille. 

 COMPLETE THESE GAPS AND WRITE UP AN ANSWER
	Candidates might include some of the following factors: 

•    

•    
•    

•    


	OR Candidates may refer to some of the following long-term factors: 

• the Third Estate had broken from the Estates-General and declared itself the National Assembly  in June 1789 – which had helped rouse the Parisian crowds to action against a system of social privilege 

• high bread prices (following a poor harvest) had left many Parisians hungry and ready to take to the streets in protest 

• the presence of a royal army around Paris created an atmosphere of tension and unrest. 


	and some of the following short-term/immediate factors: 

• the announcement of Necker’s dismissal (July 11th 1789) sparked demonstrations in Paris 

• the arrival of German cavalry troops led to panic while orators, such as Desmoulins, stirred the crowds to action – and some gardes-français joined in 

• a Paris Commune and national Guard co-ordinated some of the action 

• raids on gunshops, customs posts and food stores culminated in the attack on Les Invalides where weapons were found, but insufficient gunpowder 

• the governor – de Launay – refused to handover cannon and gunpowder – hence the attack. 



	Detailed conclusion




To reach higher levels, candidates will need to show the inter-relationship of the reasons given, for example they might suggest that the attack was provoked by the need for arms, but that the crowd would not have sought arms had it not been for Louis XVI’s provocative and untrustworthy behaviour over the previous month. 

 04 How far did the actions of the National (Constituent) Assembly, between August 1789 and September 1791, weaken Louis XVI?   (24 marks) COMPLETE THESE GAPS AND WRITE UP AN ANSWER
	Factors suggesting the actions of the National Assembly weakened Louis XVI might include: 

• the Assembly abolished feudal privilege (August decrees) – including crown patronage 

• the Assembly introduced the Civil Constitution of the Clergy, weakening Divine Right, undermining Crown patronage and destroying a source of independent income 

• the Assembly accepted the Declaration of the Rights of Man (which Louis was forced to sign against his will) introducing enlightenment ideas – and which formed the basis of subsequent government reforms 

• the Assembly posted a guard to prevent Louis leaving the Tuileries (to which he returned in October 1789) he was brought back after his attempted escape to Varennes in June 1791 and his authority was entirely suspended July-September 1791 

• by September 1791, Louis was only allowed to remain as a constitutional monarch with a suspensory veto 

• Louis’ control over local administration disappeared with the intendants and he lost control over the judicial system (e.g. loss of the lettres de cachet). 


	Factors suggesting other factors weakened the king/or that Louis XVI had not been entirely weakened might include: 

• the actions of the Parisian crowd – particularly in the October days undermined royal authority and control 

• the activities of the political clubs, the emergence of radical leaders and the Champs de Mars petition revealed  ……
• the king’s own attempted flight and his forced return of to Paris (October 1789) …….

• the King still…..     



	Detailed conclusion




Good answers are likely to/may show an awareness that the weakening of Louis XVI was not entirely down to the decisions of the National Assembly which remained conservative in outlook compared to the growing ambitions of the political masses within Paris. Some may blame Louis himself for his loss of power, others will suggest he had very little control once the fatal decision to proclaim a national Assembly, in direct contravention of his orders, had been made. Those 

who appreciate that the developments outside the Assembly were of far greater consequence for the undermining of royal power in the long run than those within it are likely to do well. 

05 Explain why Louis XVI was executed in January 1793.  (12 marks) 

Answers should include a range of reasons as to why Louis was executed 

 COMPLETE THESE GAPS AND WRITE UP AN ANSWER
	Candidates might include some of the following factors: 

• revolutionary sentiment had moved against a monarchy especially after Louis’ escape-attempt in the flight to Varennes in 1791 

• the development of the radical clubs and the outbreak of War had ensured that France became a Republic in September 1792 – leaving no place for a King 

• While Louis remained in the Temple prison he could be the focus for enemy attempts to invade France and restore the Ancien Regime (as threatened in the 1792 Brunswick Manifesto) 

• the ascendancy of the Jacobins in the National Convention and Marat’s demand for a public vote on his guilt sealed his fate. 
	OR Candidates may refer to some of the following long-term factors: 

•   

•    

•     


	and some of the following short-term/immediate factors: 

• Louis had been found guilty by a majority of the deputies in the National Convention 

• the power of the Montagnards (Jacobins) within the Convention and a public vote ensured the guilty verdict. 



	Detailed conclusion




To reach higher levels, candidates will need to show the inter-relationship of the reasons given, for example they might refer to the need to remove a figurehead of the Ancien Regime to maintain the revolution, but that this would not have been necessary but for the war and Louis’ own duplicity in corresponding with the enemy. 

 How successful were the new forms of government set up between 1795 and 1804 in restoring stability to France?        (24 marks) 

Indicative content 

	Factors suggesting that the new forms of government succeeded in bringing stability include: 

•     

•     

•      


	Factors suggesting new forms of government did not succeed in bringing stability might include: 

• the risings against the Directory in 1795 and the coups of 1797–1799; the growth in royalism and extremism 

• the cumbersome system of government under the Directory with too many checks and balances for efficient government 

• the overthrow of the Directory and the use of the army to effect change in 1799 

• the disputes between the consuls and the rapid change to Empire made 1799–1804 an unstable time 

• attempted opposition and royalist rebellion (e.g. Chouans,1796+ which was only crushed in 1800). 



	Detailed conclusion




Good answers are likely to/may show an awareness that stability was primarily associated with military strength throughout this period. Consequently, true stability only came about from 1804 when government was placed back in the hands of a single and powerful military ruler. The period of the Directory was essentially an unstable time while the Consulate lasted for a very short period, was the product off a military coup and can be seen as simply a stepping stone to 

the Napoleonic Empire.  
June 2010 01 Explain why the Tennis Court Oath was taken on 20 June 1789.  (12 marks) 

	
	Answers should include a range of reasons as to why the Tennis Court Oath was taken on 20 June 1789.  These are likely to be both short and long-term, but the best answers will avoid narrative and focus on linked reasons 

Candidates might include some of the following factors: 

• the failure of the Estates-General to proceed with discussions of France’s financial needs because of disputes over voting procedure, leading to frustration, particularly amongst members of the Third Estate History 

• the intransigence of Louis XVI who had delayed moving to a policy decision (even over voting procedure); his reluctance to accept reform or to realise and respond to the frustrations; his ineptness in dealing with the third estate – particularly in ordering the closure of their meeting room on June 20th 

• the ambitions of the Third estate – evident before the Estates-General was even convened (as seen for example in Sieyès’ pamphlet ‘What is the Third Estate’), their decision to become the ‘National assembly’ (17 June) and of the clergy to join with that body on 19 June so creating a new political force 

• the misunderstandings linked to the locked and guarded hall of 20 June – hence the National Assembly’s move to the Tennis Court 

• the presence of large numbers of troops in and around Paris, giving rise to rumours about the king’s intentions 

• the leadership of Mounier (who wanted to prevent a more radical proposal that the deputies move to Paris) and Mirabeau who wanted the National Assembly to show its solidarity and determination to force a new constitution. 

To reach higher levels, candidates will need to show the inter-relationship of the reasons given, for example they might emphasise that being locked out of the meeting hall was merely the ‘spark’ which ignited long festering grievances.  Alternatively they may suggest that the oath was a new step, largely resulting from the events of the previous 3 days.  



	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


02 How important was the part played by the Parisian crowd in the revolution of 1789?  (24 marks) 

	Factors suggesting the importance of the Parisian crowd might include: 

• the popular demonstrations in Paris prior to, and at the time of, the assembling of the Estates-General.  The Revéillon riots (April) were indicative of workers’ desperation at high food prices and helped increase the tensions felt when the Estates-General met in May.  The events leading to the creation of the National Assembly and Tennis Court oath were played out against background of popular disturbances – and the latter may well have been introduced by the moderates, to prevent more radical deputies taking the Assembly to Paris and becoming more extreme 

• in the course of July 1789, the crowds showed the weakness of royal authority and their actions e.g. the demonstrations of 11–12 July following Necker’s dismissal and arrival of German cavalry troops; the invasion of the Tuileries Palace; the burning of 40 of 54 customs posts; the attack on the prisons 12/13 July – made the revolution wider; led royal troops to defect; led to the establishment of the  Commune and National Guard  

• the storming of the Bastille, 14 July, forced  the recall of Necker,  the removal of royal troops from Paris; the King’s agreement to the new constitution, commune and national guard and appearance in Paris (17 July) and the continuation of the National Assembly. The crowds had thus forced more radical change than that  originally envisaged by the deputies at Versailles and severely undermined the authority of the king  

• Parisian crowd action inspired the activities of the peasants in the countryside in the Great Fear and so contributed to the collapse of feudalism in August 1789  

• the march of the women to Versailles, 5 October 1789, supported by  20  000 National Guards, forced King and Assembly to return to Paris; Louis’ confirmation of the August decrees and the Declaration of Rights; the breakdown of royal government as the Third Estate seized control both in Paris and other towns. 
	Factors that suggest the Parisian crowd was not important, or 

• the summoning of the Estates-General, the formation of the National Assembly and the major political developments of May – October took place at Versailles and were the result of the leadership of king/nobles/professional members of the third estate men – most of whom were concerned not to bow to the wishes of the Parisian crowds 

• Peasant risings in the summer of 1789 were as much (possibly more) of an influence on the major revolutionary move away from feudal controls in August 1789 
	other factors were more important might include: 



	Detailed conclusion




Good answers are likely to suggest that while the Parisian crowds had some impact on the radicalisation of the revolution in 1789, its initial impetus came from elsewhere.  They may also argue that crowd influence would not have been as extensive had the country not been ruled by the limited Louis XVI whose handling of the situation was in large measure responsible for the course of events.  It could also be pointed out that the ‘crowd’ did not really exist as a single force until after 14 July and that it was in the formation of the Commune and National Guard that the ‘crowd’ obtained a more permanent political base from which to influence subsequent events. 

 03 Explain why the Committee of Public Safety was set up in April 1793.  (12 marks) 

	
	Answers should include a range of reasons as to why the Committee of Public Safety was set up in 1793. 

Candidates might include some of the following factors: 

•   

•    

•    

• 
•     

To reach the higher levels, candidates will need to show the inter-relationship of the reasons given, for example, they might emphasise the war or the development of the Vendée rebellion as the most important reason behind the setting up of the Committee Alternatively they might suggest that there was a growing radicalisation after the execution of the King and that this move was a natural step along a path away from liberal and democratic government that had begun in 1792. 



	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


04 How important was Robespierre in the development of the Reign of Terror in the years 1793 to 1794?  (24 marks) 

	Factors suggesting the importance of Robespierre might include: 

• he led the Jacobins, had supported the execution of the King and the overthrow of the Girondins (June 1793), was supported by the sans culottes and spoke in favour of the development of the Terror 

• he became the most important member of the Committee of Public Safety from July 1793 and encouraged it to take more radical steps, e.g. the law of Suspects in September 1793 which made Terror an instrument of government policy 

• he delivered important speeches e.g. in December 1793 his speech led to the abandonment go the 1793 constitution and made ‘virtue’ the new justification for the Terror 

• he demanded the continuation of the Terror after the Spring of 1794 when the revolts in the Vendée had been mostly put down 

• he supported the show trials and the execution of the Hébertistes in March 1794 

• he was elected President of the Convention 4 June 1794 giving him overall responsibility for developments. Robespierre could be seen as a virtual dictator at this time  

• the law of 22 Prairial (10 June) 1794 intensified the Terror, making those who sought to ‘mislead public opinion’ enemies of the people  

• although the terror did not collapse immediately after Robespierre’s overthrow in July 1794, its winding down suggests that it was he who had perpetuated it.  
	Factors suggesting that Robespierre was not important


	other factors were more important might include: 



	Detailed conclusion




Good answers are likely to conclude that while Robespierre was important to the reign of Terror, he was not the only influence on its establishment and development.  

 05 Explain why a Concordat was made with the Catholic Church in 1801.  (12 marks) 




 






06 How important were Napoleon’s administrative reforms in maintaining control in France in the years 1799 to 1814?  (24 marks) 
Candidates should be able to make a judgement either by balancing points, which suggest that Napoleon’s administrative reforms were important in maintaining control against those which do not or by balancing Napoleon’s administrative reforms against other reasons for Napoleon’s control in France in the years 1799 to 1814. 

	Factors suggesting Napoleon’s administrative reforms were important might include: 

• the establishment of a strongly centralised system giving Napoleon direct supervision and involvement with the opportunity to crush dissent 

• the appointment of trustworthy prefects (and hierarchy of sub-prefects, mayors and provincial councils) – supervised by Napoleon himself – so emphasising their duties to him 

• efficient control of local government under the prefects; their responsibility for conscription and maintaining loyalty as seen in their participation in spying and disseminating propaganda – so helping maintain control 


	Factors suggesting Napoleon’s administrative reforms were not important –  

• Napoleon’s position as Consul and Emperor with extensive powers (e.g. to introduce legislation and appoint/dismiss Ministers) might be considered the basis of Napoleonic control 


	that other factors were important might include: 

• control was also made possible through the ease with which Napoleon dealt with his opponents between 1799 and 1804 – including repression (e.g. of the Chouans) and religious concession. Napoleon’s position was little in doubt after 1804




Good answers are likely to suggest that while Napoleon’s administrative reforms appeared to be responsible for maintaining control in France in the years 1799 to 1814, they were not the sole reason for this period of relative stability and there were a number of problems lurking beneath the surface.  Some may argue that Napoleon’s reforms were essential to control, others that they were peripheral and that, for example, his success in harnessing the middle classes to his 

regime was more important. 

Question: Explain why the September Massacres broke out in 1792.		(12 marks)
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Key content


(personalities, dates, ideas, events)





King Louis XVI


Queen Marie-Antoinette


Necker


Rousseau


Calonne


Fiscal inequalities


  


  


  


   


   


   





Literacy





Connectives such as





Moreover


Similarly


In contrast


..however…


Therefore





Other helpful words such as…





Absolutism


Consent


Legitimate


Power


Impact


Consequence


Trend


Defamation











Rules / Skills


Minimum words:400	Maximum words:650


Use the explanation formula: statement – (connective) – factual detail


3 arguments to suggest that they wanted reform


3 arguments to suggest that the philosophes wanted to destroy the Ancien Regime


Historiography (position of Rees, Parker)


Explain ‘why’ the question has been asked


Can the middle third of the essay identify the question set?











Explain why the Consulate was established in 1799.		(12 marks)





























Napoleon as Consul























What were the key beliefs of the sans-culottes?


1





2





3





4





5





What concessions did the Jacobins give to the sans-culottes once they had put them in power?


1





2





3








Overview of all the reasons how…








Most important reason why was…





Explain why the sans-culottes were able to increase their influence over French government in 1792.


(12 marks)








Napoleon takes power





The Communes�
�
Royal Law courts in Paris and most provinces under the ancien régime�
�
The ancien régime�
�
loosely referred to as the National Assembly - From July 9, 1789 to September 30, 1791 this was both the governing and the constitution-drafting body of France. It dissolved itself in favor of Legislative Assembly�
�
National Constituent Assembly�
�
�
�
The Estates-General�
�
�
�
The National Assembly�
�
The traditional tricameral legislature of the ancien régime, which had fallen into disuse since 1614. The convention of 1789 is one of the events that led to the French Revolution. They  met May 5–6 ,�
�
Parlements�
�
Declared June 17, 1789 by the Communes. The clergy joined them June 19. This was soon reconstituted as National Assembly�
�






Match up the key events and dates of 1793-99


21st Jan 1793�
�
Creation of the Committee of Public Safety�
�
8th June 1794�
�
Law of General Maximum introduced�
�
29th Sept 1793�
�
�
�
6th Apr 1793�
�
Coup of Thermidor�
�
9th Nov 1799�
�
Execution of Robespierre�
�
28th July 1794�
�
�
�
27-8th July 1794�
�
Coup of Brumaire�
�















What was the White Terror of 1794?











Who and why conducted the White Terror?














White Terror in Paris











White Terror in the Vendee and the south





Answers should include a range of reasons as to why Napoleon made a Concordat with the Catholic Church in 1801. 


 


Candidates might include some of the following factors:  


 


• the issue of religion had been divisive since the Civil Constitution of the Clergy in 1790 had deprived the Pope of influence within France and made the Church subservient to the state. Napoleon wanted to heal old sores and win support for his regime 


• a Concordat with the pope would enhance Napoleon’s own glory and prestige, validate his regime and win gratitude from his people – so increasing his chances of becoming Emperor 


• a Concordat might reconcile oppositional nobles and priests to the regime 


• liberal religious changes under the Directory had made a Concordat less likely to provoke a left-wing reaction 


• the election of Pope Pius VII in 1800 offered an opportunity for a new agreement 


• the French army’s success in Italy was likely to ensure favourable terms at this time 


• Napoleon may have wanted to ensure the loyalty and support of the owners of former Church lands by making a binding agreement on this issue with the Pope. 


 


To reach the higher levels, candidates will need to show the inter-relationship of the reasons given, for example, they might suggest that religious issues were subservient to factors of control and support in making the Concordat.  Alternatively they may distinguish between the long and short term factors which led Napoleon to make this agreement in 1801, at a point when he was still trying to consolidate his power.








